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		Symposium Program	
	
1:00 – 1:10 pm
	
Opening Remarks:  David H. Perlmutter, M.D.
George and Carol Bauer Dean, School of Medicine
Executive Vice Chancellor for Medical Affairs


	1:10 – 1:40 pm
	“Elastin-Mediated Disease Outcomes in Rare
 and Common Disease Populations”
Beth A. Kozel, M.D., Ph.D.
Lasker Clinical Research Scholar
National Institutes of Health / NHLBI


	1:40 – 2:10 pm
	“Mechanisms Governing the Specificity of Syndecan Functions”
Pyong Woo Park, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics
Harvard Medical School


	2:10 – 2:40 pm
	“Proteolytic Pathways in Immunity”
William C. Park, Ph.D.
Professor of Medicine, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center


	2:40 – 3:00 pm
	Coffee Break


	3:00 – 3:30 pm
	“Elastic Fibers and Arterial Mechanics”
Jessica E. Wagenseil, D.Sc.
Vice Dean for Faculty Advancement and Professor
Washington University in St. Louis


	3:30 – 4:30 pm
	“Elastic Fibers in Health & Disease: What we know, what we know that we don’t know, and…”
Francesco Ramirez, D.Sc.
Dr. Amy and James Elser Chair of Molecular Biology, Professor of Pharmacology and Systems Therapeutics, 
and of Medicine-Cardiology
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai


	4:30 – 4:40 pm
	Closing Remarks:  David W. Piston, Ph.D.
Edward J. Mallinckrodt, Jr. Professor and Head
Department of Cell Biology and Physiology

	4:40 – 5:30 pm
	Reception
FLTC, Hearth, 2nd Floor




	
	
	Robert P. Mecham, Ph.D.
Robert P. Mecham, Ph.D. is the Alumni Endowed Professor of Cell Biology and Physiology at Washington University School of Medicine.  He holds joint appointments at the professorial level in Medicine, Pediatrics, and Bioengineering.
He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Biology at the University of Utah in 1973 where he developed an interest in the extracellular matrix proteins that contribute to vascular and lung function. He continued these studies during his graduate work at Boston University School of Medicine where he earned a Ph.D. in Biochemistry (thesis: Elastin Structure and Biosynthesis) in 1977. Mecham was recruited to Washington University in 1977 in the Pulmonary Division, Department of Medicine, where his research focused on investigating the underlying causes of emphysema and pulmonary hypertension. After a sabbatical at the NIH as a Visiting Scientist, he moved to the Department of Cell Biology and Physiology where his laboratory continues to study extracellular matrix structure and assembly.
Dr. Mecham has authored over 325 scientific papers and has edited 13 books. He was the first president of the American Society for Matrix Biology and has received two honorary degrees from universities in Europe. He has lectured widely around the globe including delivering the Lord Howard Florey Lecture in Adelaide, Australia. He is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and has served on many editorial boards of major scientific journals. He has held numerous national and international scientific leadership positions and has served on important review and policy committees at all levels. In addition, he served as interim Head of the Department of Cell Biology and Physiology twice during his tenure at Washington University. Dr. Mecham has trained and mentored dozens of graduate students and postdoctoral fellows and received Distinguished Teaching and Distinguished Mentoring Awards from Washington University.  He has also received Washington University’s highest award for faculty, the Carl and Gerty Cori Faculty Achievement Award.
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